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Full Circle
When I began my college
adventures as a freshman at
Oakland University in fall
1970, it would have been
inconceivable to me that I
would spend the majority of
my working career at Oakland
with a couple of  stopovers at
University of  Iowa and
University of  Detroit.
Becoming an elementary
school teacher had been my
dream until a semester of
student teaching a class of
3rd and 4th graders perma-
nently altered my thinking.  It

Did
   You
       Know?
19491949194919491949
10,350 students10,350 students10,350 students10,350 students10,350 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
3,252 residents in halls3,252 residents in halls3,252 residents in halls3,252 residents in halls3,252 residents in halls
$555.00 for double$555.00 for double$555.00 for double$555.00 for double$555.00 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

19591959195919591959
10,798 students10,798 students10,798 students10,798 students10,798 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
3,271 residents in halls3,271 residents in halls3,271 residents in halls3,271 residents in halls3,271 residents in halls
$780.00 for double$780.00 for double$780.00 for double$780.00 for double$780.00 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

19691969196919691969
18,000 students18,000 students18,000 students18,000 students18,000 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
7,732 residents in halls7,732 residents in halls7,732 residents in halls7,732 residents in halls7,732 residents in halls
$1,040 for double$1,040 for double$1,040 for double$1,040 for double$1,040 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

19791979197919791979
23,349 students23,349 students23,349 students23,349 students23,349 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
6,394 residents in halls6,394 residents in halls6,394 residents in halls6,394 residents in halls6,394 residents in halls
$1,513.00 for double$1,513.00 for double$1,513.00 for double$1,513.00 for double$1,513.00 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

19891989198919891989
28,884 students28,884 students28,884 students28,884 students28,884 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
6,247 residents in halls6,247 residents in halls6,247 residents in halls6,247 residents in halls6,247 residents in halls
$2,580.00 for double$2,580.00 for double$2,580.00 for double$2,580.00 for double$2,580.00 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

19991999199919991999
28,526 students28,526 students28,526 students28,526 students28,526 students

enrolledenrolledenrolledenrolledenrolled
6,071 residents in halls6,071 residents in halls6,071 residents in halls6,071 residents in halls6,071 residents in halls
$3,788.00 for double$3,788.00 for double$3,788.00 for double$3,788.00 for double$3,788.00 for double

room with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full boardroom with full board

Director of Housing position at
the University of  Iowa.  UI had
just the program I was looking
for and I had a job offer.  So, I
found myself  traveling down I-
80 to Iowa City and Burge Hall.

An African-American Detroit
city girl was I.  However, all of
the schools I had attended from
elementary to college had all
been predominately white.  So I
didn’t believe this would be
much of  a change.  Wrong!
Walking into the front door of
Burge Hall in August of  1976, I
never could have imagined that
I would meet some of  the most
memorable and special people
in my life.  There really is
something extraordinary about
the people in Iowa.  I would not
have believed it if  you had told
me . . . but I experienced it!

Dorothy Leslie, the hall
manager when I arrived, was
really the “house mother” of
Burge Hall.  She was strong,
direct and sometimes feared.
However, her love for the
students was never questioned.
We didn’t always understand
each other, but we shared a
mutual respect.  My experience
with her taught me that systems
and structure are the founda-
tions of  good management.  I
learned that lesson very well.

Then there was Max (Maxine),
my secretary who became my
dearest friend.  She was patient
and steadfast.  Nothing ever
seemed to upset her.  She kept
me anchored and positive.  I am
thankful that a little of the
strength of  her character, I
believe, rubbed off  on me.  And
of  course, Dave Kessler, a very
kind soul who supported me
and gave me confidence during
some difficult and trying times.
He didn’t talk much but he was
always there in my office

reading the newspaper.  The
point being that he was always
there.

Two other very dear friends
include Quinn—who gave the
best hugs and the most wonder-
ful smile and boisterous laugh,
just when I needed them—and
Maggie, who you all know is a
very special person because she
became the Director of
Housing at Iowa.  I cannot even
begin to list the names of all the
housing staff  I grew to love and
I believe loved me.  I have not
kept up with where they are or
what they are doing, but my
love and affection for them has
never faltered.

I left Iowa in 1980 and returned
home to Detroit with treasured
memories of  my Iowa family
that have sustained me through
my positions as Director of
Residence Life at the University
of Detroit, Director of
University Housing and Food
Service at Oakland, and into my
current position as Assistant
Vice President for Student
Affairs.  I have truly come full
circle.  It has been and contin-
ues to be a wonderful journey
made all the more meaningful
because of  my Iowa experience.

Eleanor Lewellen Reynolds
Assistant Vice President for

Student Affairs
Oakland University

reynolds@oakland.edu

Send Us Your Ideas!
So you’ve been away from campus for a few years.  Do you
have any questions you’d like to ask, or any specific topics
you would like us to cover in future issues?  Please submit

any ideas to Karla in our office at 319/335-3000 or
karla-thordsen-hanrahan@uiowa.edu

“There really is some-
thing extraordinary
about the people in
Iowa.  I would have not
have believed if if you
had told me.  But I
experienced it!”

takes a special understanding
and patience to work with
young children.  This was not
my calling.

During my undergraduate
time at Oakland, I had spent
two years as a resident
assistant.  It was fun working
with my peers and I seemed
to have a talent for it.  I
moved into a Head Resisdent
position and began a Master’s
program in counseling after
graduation.  It became clear
that my interest was not
exactly in counseling, but
more in advising and assisting
students as they navigated
through the University
programs and bureaucracy.  I
found myself  migrating to
college student personnel as a
master’s program option.
Oakland did not have a
master’s program in this area.
As fate would have it, the
Director of Housing at
Oakland left to assume the
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Can You Guess Where This Is?

(See Page #4 For The Answer!)

From The Director
It’s Another Issue Of  The RA Alumni

News!
In December, the Residence Life Staff

hosted their second annual “Careers in
Housing Drive-In Workshop” in the Van
Oel Multi-Purpose Room in Currier Hall.
Thirty-three college juniors and seniors
from as far away as Topeka and St. Paul
came to snowy Iowa City to learn about a
possible career in housing.  Some of  you
may have taken the same path without the
benefit of  such a workshop, while others
may not have known that they could
make housing a career!  It was a success-
ful day and it gave Iowa and Residence
Life much positive notoriety.

As you can tell by reading this newslet-
ter, we’ve received a lot of  positive
feedback.  We’ve also received many
requests for staff  rosters and contacts.
While I would love to make that happen,
we have that darn privacy law that doesn’t
allow us to give out information without
your consent!  Also, many of  our files
from the “early years” have been purged.
However, we believe we have established
a plan of  action that would help to both
make the Newsletter more cost effective
and try to bring some of  you together.
Phase 1 of our plan is to ask for e-mail
addresses from all former RAs so future
issues can be sent through that medium
with a link for you to access.  To accom-
plish this, we have established a list serve,
which you may access by going to http://
housing.uiowa.edu/reslife/
newsforraalumni.htm and signing up.

RA Alumni Newsletter
Published by:
Department of  Residence Services
The University of  Iowa
8 Burge Hall
Iowa City, IA   52242-1214
http://housing.uiowa.edu

Phone 319/335-3000
FAX 319/335-2979

email contact:
karla-thordsen-hanrahan@uiowa.edu

This list serve will
be used specifically
for former RAs
(don’t worry—we
won’t sell it or
anything!).  Once
that phase is
completed, we will
send out an e-mail
requesting more
detailed information
such as what year(s)
you were here, what
building(s) you were
in, etc.  Using that
information, we will
then attempt to
establish staff

rosters and try to get some of  you back
together again!  This is a daunting task, but
one we’re willing to do.  Please keep in
mind, though, that this plan is still in
development, so please be patient with us!

We are also interested in what you want
to see in the newsletter.  We are considering
focusing each edition of  the newsletter on
specific topics, with perspectives over the
years from RA alumni.  Some topics to
consider could
be:  discipline,
alcohol behavior
in the halls,
special “thank
yous” RAs
received from
their residents,
best programming ideas over the years, the
best room decorations (legal of  course), or
a topic of  your choosing.  If  you would like
to submit articles on any of  these topics or
one of  your own to be published in a future
edition, please feel free to do so to karla-
thordsen-hanrahan@uiowa.edu.

Until next time . . .
Von Stange, Ed.D.

Director of  Residence Services
von-stange@uiowa.edu

“ As you can tell
by reading this
newsletter,
we’ve received
a lot of positive
feedback”

track down alums and put this information
together couldn’t have been easy.  And,
thinking as a current RA for a bit, I’d
question how many people would actually
take the time to read through this.  But from
one alumni RA, to the team of  current RAs,
we’re out here . . . and this took us down
memory lane.  Granted, my memories may
be less distant than others, but I can sense
that all RAs, past and present, can read
through these articles and find a connection
to their own experiences.  Some of  my own
memories—vomit comet, fliers, bulletin
boards, 2 a.m. wake-up calls, 3 a.m. wake-up
calls, clinking beer bottles as I knocked on
doors, smoke billowing out of  rooms,
monthly events, heart-to-hearts, nervous
first-day freshmen, confident spring
semester freshmen, the ghost on the 4th
floor [Currier], bats and construction.
Thank you for reminding me of  the good,
the bad, and the ugly.  I don’t think those
experiences could truly be understood by
anyone other than RAs.  Lance McCain,
Currier 2000-02.”

We could have shared more of  these wonderful
letters with you, but that probably would have
taken up this entire issue and we have other
things we need to share also.  Thanks so much
for letting us know what you thought of  our
first RA Alumni Newsletter—your comments
made the “labor” that went into the initial
issue well worth it!

“What A Hoot”
(continued from page #1)

TO SIGN UP
FOR THE RA

ALUMNI
NEWSLETTER

LIST SERVE,
VISIT http://

housing.uiowa.edu/reslife/
newsforraalumni.htm

DETAILS IN
“FROM THE DIRECTOR”



Page 4 Volume 1, Issue 2

Mystery Photo (from page #3)

ANSWER: Burge Entrance (above photo
from 1957).  The photo on page #3 is
the newly remodeled entrance to Burge
Hall.  Gone is the canopy (which was a
variety of colors, depending on the
year(s) you were here).  Gone is the
curved roof (again with the different
color schemes).

Once inside, you’ll notice
that the back wall is now

gone.  Along with the wall
went the old store and the

corridor with the mailboxes.
We also eliminated the
entrances to the dining

rooms on either end of the
building.

Now students and guests can walk straight from the front door to
the Market Place entrance located just to the right of the main

elevator (entrance is in upper right hand corner of above picture).

Instead we have a modern entrance providing
access to the newly remodeled (to the tune

of $14 million) Burge lobby and food
service.  Come on in and take a look!

Burge Lobby 1978

For a perspective of  the 3 lobby
pictures, compare the arrows.

You’re right—it’s the
same pole!!!

Market Place Entrance 2005
And once in the dining room, they can choose to eat in glassed in

areas overlooking the lobby, the new West Courtyard, or the T. Anne
Cleary Walkway (old Davenport Street)
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CORNER
We couldn’t help but share the following joke with
you, because we’re sure that every one of you (at
least the men) had a guy like this living on your
floor, no matter WHAT year you were here!

On the first day of college, the Dean ad-
dressed the students, pointing out some of
the rules.  “The female dormitory will be
out-of-bounds for all male students, and the
male dormitory to the female students.
Anybody caught breaking this rule will be
fined $25 the first time, $50 the second
time, and $100 the third.  Any questions?”
At this point, a male student in the crowd
inquired:  “How much for a season pass?”

Some things just never change!!!

Department of Residence Services
Office of the Director, 8 Burge Hall
Iowa City, IA   52242-1214

C
O

M
E

D
Y Karla Thordsen-Hanrahan, our designer and a 30-year

veteran of the Department of Residence Services, enjoys being
creative and has even been published in Pluggers a couple of
times.  We thought we’d share one of her creations with you!

(Published in July 2000)


